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YLANG-YLANG.

Oil Ylang-Ylang is obtained from the flowers of Uona odora-
tissima, a plant indigenous to.the Philippine Islands. The culture
has spread to "the Bourbon Islands and to Madagascar, but Phil-
ippine Oil Ylang-Ylang is still in much greater demand and
brings considerably higher prices than the -Bourbon and Mada-
gascar varieties. The oil is exceedingly fragrant and a valuable
ingredient in many odors if of high quality. As is the case with
Oil Patcliouly, the quantities used are such that there should be
little temptation for the perfumer to employ any but the best,
though good results can frequently be obtained by substituting
the best grades of Bourbon or Madagascar for the more expen-
sive product from the Philippines. Philippine Ylang-Ylang is
not produced in large amounts and under normal conditions the
superior grade is consistently scarce.

The information given in the foregoing regarding the sources
of the various perfume substances is mainly of value in inform-
ing the perfumer as to the relative quality of the oils from differ-
ent localities. In the past perfumers were frequently compelled
to secure the aromatic plants or flowers and extract the odorant
principles themselves. This is never done,at present except in
very rare instances, as the oils are available in commerce in ade-
quate amounts and in excellent quality, providecL the user will
take the necessary care to choose the best and to buy them from
a firm whose reputation guarantees the purity of the products
handled. Picking up bargains in perfume materials is rarely
satisfactory, for, except in a few infrequent cases, these products
must always be sold at prices commensurate with their quality,
and comparatively low prices will be found nearly always to be
synonymous with correspondingly low quality.

The list of aromatic plants here enumerated is necessarily
incomplete, nor is it improbable that further' refinements in the
art of extracting the odorant principles will make possible the
preparation of essential oils from many of the plants and flowers
which have hitherto proved impractical as sources of perfumes.
New .plants and flowers may also be added to the list through
exploration of the tropical regions and through closer investiga-

